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To the Reader. 


Þ, His Sermon (thus made vp 
$8 with mine ovwne & others 
notes ) I now ſubmit to 
Authority and Cenſure:for 
ſubſtance, I yeeld heere is 
no morethan what was deliuered ; whe- 
ther no lefſe, I haue not now to lay: 
for circumſtance (Iyeeld to the allegati- 
on)I acknowledge it ſeaſonable. The 
times ſhall cuer be cleared by praier when- 
ſocuer they looke ſadly ypon vs. Our Bre- 
| thren abroad cry ſtill in the Churches 

words; The "eds 7 paſt, and the Summer is 
ended, and wee are not holpen; and wee (mee 


thiokes)ſhould adde with Teremie,verſ.2 1, {er. 8.20, 


Tam ſore vexed for the hurt of the daughter of 
my people, Tam heauy,aſtoniſhment bath taken 
me ; Is there no balme at Gilead,exc. At home 
howlſocuerthe Lord hath been graciousto 

A2 howſocuer 


Hag.2.20, 


Pſal.65.9. 
fO.1H 


Demonel. 
135.1, 
ad finem,. 


ir W.Ral. 
Preface. 


The Epiſtle 
vs in the ſcarcity, yet wee may.in moſt pla. 
ces,take vp the Prohpets words.in another 
ſenſe, Is the ſeede yet m the Barne ? as yet the 
Trees haue net bin delivered of their burthen, 
Looke into the 65. P/alme, and thou ſhalt 
finde, thatitis the Lord that findes both 
ground and ſeede, that giues both growth 
and ripening to the Corne; and therefore 
we ſhould waite vpon him with our pre- 
ſents of praiſe & praier. This were enough 
to make vs pray, but this is the leaſt of ma. 
ny motiues:for;Reader,thou ſceſt the times 
the Worldis nowv all care and tongue, the 
moſt giuen with the Arhenians to Irtrle ele 
than to heare and tell nevves, ( vncertaine 
nevves; the Authour of all lies, as his Maie- 
ſtie hath told vs) thereſt are willing alſo 
to heare,and to heare Gods Truth, notFa- 
bles,and therin they doe bur as' Saint Times 
would haue them, fo as they would adde 
doing to hearing as hee commands. But 
alas, whilſt we only profeſſe and diſcourſe 
of Religion, wee driue the practice of Re. 
ligion out of che world, 'as one too iuſtly 
complaines. It is-lamentable to conſider 
the lictle ſe that is made of Gods Ordi. 

| ER, . - an_ 


tothe Reader, 
nances in moſt places ;Preachers too often 
(1 cremble to ſpeake it.) be vſed like poſt- 
horſes, ſpurd on till they be ſpent,& then a 
freſh is called for, in the meane the world 
firs ſtill and chiakesto be ſaued tor hearing, 
Reader,mourne tur this, veepefor this,for 
this boads a ſudgemenr,the Lord will rec- 
kon for the bloud of his Prophers ſpent as 
well as ſhed, To theſe reaſons, it will not 
be hard for thee to adde more, look within 
thee,and round about thee,and ſo ſtirrevp 
tiy ſelfe to this exerciſe of Prayer, an cx- 
erciſe (I can aſſure thee) of: vaſpeakeable 
ſtrength and comfort, an-exerciſe without 
which thou canſt not line, and by which 
thou maieſtliue in the mouth of death.Be- 
leeue it, vert, thou in an eſtate more de- 
ſperate than death, in a.place worſe than 
hell ; yet if there thou. conldeſt pray cruly, 
thou ſhouldeſt inde comfort and (trength 
beyond hope,for Prayer is better than our 
-hopes,and yet God is. better to vs than our 
prayer. Firſt, for that which is publike,fol- 
low him who was notime-feruer ; make 
no ſmall account of publique prayers. Se- 


condly,for pxiuate,pauſe before thou ſpeak, 
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be Ept 
remember who ſpakeit: if a man would 
not deliuer anOration toa Prince ex tempo- 
re and ſuddenly,it will not become vs to 0- 
en our mouthes raſhly before our Maker: 
ſecondly, keepe touch with God, firſt, for 
extraordinary and incidentall occaſions,be 
ſure to keepe thy ſelfe in ſuch a ſtare and 
condition of ſoule, as thatcuer thou canſt 
recolle& thy ſelfe and call in all the powers 
of thy ſoule for this buſineſle ypon a ſhort 
warning : ſecondly, for ordinary times, ſo 
neere as may be, faile not of thine houre : 
when the Clock ſtrikes, the Scholar runs 
to his book. Thou muſt troGod;leauing all, 
there render thy ſelfe (though not alwaies 
alike fit)and ſo be in the way and place of 
preferment : if words will not come, ſigh, 
God beares the ſighings of his priſoners: if thou 
canſt not ſigh,breathe,God hath ancarefor 


that, Lam.z .56.Howveuer, there bee, there 
ſtand,& the childe thatſtands before his fa- 


£ +--4,ther,& trencher in his place at ſupper-time 


with his appeates inhis hand,ſpeakes with 
his countenance, and ſpeedes accordingly : 
he was wiſe who ſaid, They pray not alto- 
gether of faſhion, who ſee their infirmity 

in 


The Epiſtle 
in praying,and are grieued for it,the worſt 
rayers that we make { to our ovyne ſenſe 
Ls ) ſpeede euer beſt, and then wee 
ray moſt happily, when we ariſe moſt 
ba mbled, 

Thirdly,vwhen thou haſt prayed, doe not 
as children,vwvho neuer looke after their ar- 
row ; but as Daniel, cap.9.1, takenotice of 
thine enlargements in prayer, and of thy 
ſucceſle after; write downe time and place 
as the Prophet doth, and ſo helpe thy lelfe 
in future times by former experiments. I 
ſee this Porch groves wide, and therfors 
I will conclude.Ifchou be acquainted with 
praicr, thou knoweſt there is moxe in it 
than can bee expreſſed ; if thou bee not ac- 

uainted,grovy acquainted,and thou fhalr 
Ende me true.If thou wanteſt further mo- 
tiues and directions, I commend ( in this 
haſte)tothee,who art buta poore Engliſh 
priuate man; Firſt, for the promiſes (wher- 
of the heart muſt chevy betore prayer )the 
Treatiſe of Faith. Secondly for motiues,the 
Ppiſt.to the key of heauen. Thirdly for caſes of 
Conſcience, & directions after praier,two 
Treatiſes on Epb.6.viz, The ſpiritual — 


The Epiſtle 
and now after dire&tions & exhortations;: 

what remaines but practice? In ſtead of 0-' 

thers pratling & enterdealing in State-buſt- 
neſſe,do thou pray,pray.tor thy Soucraign, 
for his (eed, for the Churches, for thy ſelte; 
for thy ch age, and vſe no more words a- 
gainſtmens {1ns,than thou wilt make pray- 
ers for their ſoules in ſecret, if thou: wilt 
haue comfort inthy words. Thus much of 
this : Now Reader to thee, if theſe plaine 
notes paſſe the Preſſe, know that I neither 
did entend their publiſhing before [ prea- 
ched them, nor can intend notwithſtan- 
ding.their refining ſince.-If the world may 
bedetrered by them, or by any thing1 can: 
doe,[ haue enough,only I deſire mercy.and 
equity from. my friends: thoſe. notes of 
mine which they haue,[ will my ſelf (after 
my publike Miniſtery)novv ſhortly reuiſe: 
letno man doefo ill an office-as to thruſt 
out other mens notesvwichout their priui- 
och peg ally his, ywho can do nothing wor- 
thy this Age, ENTREE 
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Avts 12.6.7. 


tHnd when Herod would haue brought him forth, the 
ſame nioht Peter was [lceping betweene two ſoul- 
aiers, bound with two chaines, and the Keepers be- 
fore the avore, kept thepriſen. 

nd behold, the Angell of the Lord came wpon him, 
and «lint ſbined in the priſon: and he ſmote Peter 
0 the ſide,C* raiſed him wp, ſaying; Ariſe vp quick 
ly : And his chaines feil off from his hands, &«. 


Enx is aſtory of Peters, 1. 
Impriſonments, 2. Enlarge- 
ment : Wirhthe cauſe of rhe 
one, -and meancs of the 0- 
ther. Herod having vexed 
ſome, ſlaine a ſecond, now 
A commitsthethird, and all this 
to gratific the lewes, Petor 
thus committed, is bailed by rhe Church, or ra- 
ther remooued- and freed by petition, they pray 
heartily for him, inthe 5-verſe, andrthey | hou S 
B 1ap* 


| Peters Enlargement. 
happily; whileſt they are praying, God giues-in 
the priſoner amongſt them. The manner of his de- 
livery is here reported, and that was very ſtrange, 
beyong Herods purpoſe, the priſoners expeQation, 
the Keepers meaning, all mens hopes : Herod held 
his purpoſe he had begun, and the next morning 
he meant anend of him. Peter had made his con- 
cluſion; to morrow (thinkes he) (for meſſages paſt 
betweene him and the Church, which ſpent this 
night in prayer for him, and therefore knew the 
danger)I muſt bee put roit,therefore I will ſtreng- 
then my ſelfe tonight. The Keepers ſtood vpon 
their guard, and reſolued that no Petey ſhould paſſe 
them : yet is Peter delivered ; and how I pray you? 
God remooues all impediments, for nothing was 
in readineſle, 

Firſt,for man, entrance was there none; there- 
fore God ſendsan Angell, andthere was no ſtop 
againſt him. 

Next,in the darke it was hard to finde which was 
which. God dire&s an Angell to him, and hee 
comes vpon him, and mifles not theman, though 
bound to the ſame chaine with two others; as1n 
ſtrict impriſonments they viedto doe. 

Thirdly,they were in the darke, and that was ill 
for noiſe, The Angell brings his dacke lanthorne 
with him,and ſbies to Peter,and none cle. 

Fourthly,the priſoner candoe little for himſelfe: 
he is « /cepe, the Angell wgkes him; hee is /#id, the 
Angell raiſes him heis amezed,the Angell direds 
him; hee is. bound, the Angell weties him ; hee 
«nBwes not where be 35,the Angell guides him hee 
IS. -, 
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is to paſſe through ſundry difficalties, the Angell 

conducts him through them all, and ſo diſmiſſes 

him. , 

Wee will vie no more words abouta plaine Sto- 
ry, butacquaint you with our meditations : they - 
containe the ſucceilc of the Churches prayers; zhey 
prayed for Peter: the Angell thereupon is ſent to Pe- 
zer : where ſee, 1. How the Angell findes him : 2.How 
the Angell deliners him, 

For the firſt, he findes him /eepig, inthe midft 
of feares and foes : From whence was this {lcepe? 
was it worldly forrow that cauſed it, or was it car- 
nall ſecurity 2 | 

Axſ. In doubrfull things, charity ſuppeſes the 
beſt; ſo ſhould we : worldly forrow cauſes fleepe, 
buthow ? when itis not extreme, and that {ſlcepe 
is ioyned with ſtarting. Carnall ſecurity will cauſe 
ſleep: but why ſhould we charge Peter with that ar 
this time? his ſleepe came from a better cauſe, hee 
was at peace with God, he had the Churches pray- 
ers for him, the cauſe for him, his conſcience for 

him,Godand his Angels for him: he could die but 
once, and for one death hee was prepared: hence 
his boldneſle before, Chapters, 4. and 5. hence 
his confidence : here he reſolned with Daxid, 7 wrls 
lay me downe azd ſlcepe, and withall, God gaue reſt 
to his beloued, as it iSinthe P/a/mes,reſt more than 
ordinary to his minde,to his body,: hencethe An- 
gell can hardly awake him and beingawaked, hee 
15 not terrified as a guilty perſon would haue been 
inthis caſe : Doe . _ but conſider, 1, Theman 
2. His behaviour in like caſes. 3. The time and 
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circumftances.4\The exerciſes of the Church for 
him.5. The meſſenger, and meſlage ſent tro him, 
6. Theananner of his bchauiour when he is awa- 
ked,and you will fcc that his {lcepe grew not from 
diſtemper,but from ſtrengrh of faithand comfort. 

Now. tothe Points. 

Where firſt, trom the order, ſeethe power of 
ioynt prayers; they beare downeall before them, 
and prevatle in heaucn & carth : asrhe Word thar 
comes from heaucn, proſpersin the thing where- 
uno iris ſent, ſo the word thar goes to heauen, 
the prayers of the Church,ſtrike vp to God, there 
they lic at his gates,and neugr will away without 
thcir errand; 8& when they are anſwered, then they 
come downe with authority, and raigne ouer all 
impcdiments bclow, Witneſle this Story : Peter 1$ 
committed, the perſccuters arc reſolue, the foes: 
many.,the friends few, meancs none bur God : to. 
God the Church gocs ; the enemics plotre, the 
Church praycs; they ſhut the priſon doores, the 
Church opens hcauens doorcs, {o ther's old tug- 
ging for the priſoncr, but the Church winncs him, 
God, toletthem ſee what prayers be, {cads, him» 
tothem while they are praying, There, faith God, 
(if youwilltake no deniall ) there hec is ; thereby; 
pointing vs tothe incancs of his deliucrance : wee 
nced not many words for preote of this : S./ames. 
faith, The prayer of one riohteous man prenailes muchy 
ifotoue,what of twenty !whar of an hundred!and 
he inſtances in Elzjah, He alone conld open and ſhut 
heauen,then well may many open andfhurpriſons 
on carth. Nay, adde further, theioyat prayers of 
Vn- 
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vabelecuers and hypocrites haye done much:when 

heatheniſh Nizine faſted and prayed, God heard ; Jonah 3. 
when falle 2choboam humbled himſcltand his peo- 
ple, God was intreated; how much more ſhall rae 
taithfuil prayers of the Church preuaile?preuaile(l 
ſay)both torthe preucnting and remoouing eulls, 
and obtaining and keeping of good things : Whar 
ſhall we inſtance the life of A4/a, /choſaphat, Heze- 
kiah2 when was it otherwiſe? when didthe Church 
of Godcucr ioyncin a common petitton to God, 
but they ſped?no inſtance to the contranie. : 

No marucll,this excrciſeis well grounded and Reaſ't, 
warrantcd,it hath the warrant of a Precept; t.Pray m5 5- 

for one another, Call upox me. 

2.The warrant of apromiſe, Agpil! deliner thee. Pl-g0. 

* 3. The warrantof eXpLricace:neuer any yet v- 
{cd it, but they preuailcd, 
Praiersarec preſents: very weleome to God, he p,,7-.. 
prefers them to all ſacrifices, being immediate 
worſhips of his Maicſtie, Letmc hcare thy voicc,it 
1s pleaſant: No father loucs the voice of his chil- 
dien, like as /God loues the voice ot his Church ; 
"Tis his minſicke and perfume,Ren.s $8. A _— 
3- The parties arc very deare who tender them ; Reaſc3, 
God loucs his Church aboue all creatures, he gaue 
his Sonne for-her, and therefore her furcs hall 
hauc acceprance : Le me ſec thy face,its comely.Eſt- 
ber never plated *Ahaſucroſb* fo well as the 
. Chutch pleaterh Chriſt. | 

4 Theparttes from andthrough-whom they Reaſ. 4, 
are prefented, pleaſe : they are indited and abber- 
cd by thehuly Gholt, Rom.8. tendred by Chriſt 
B 2 Ieſus 
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Tefus, and ſhalltheſe be denied  Addetothis, 

5. The party to whom they aredireted, to God, 
whoisall truth, mercy, grace, wiſedome, power, 
and ſhall not theſe preuaile ? Prayers izt God on 
worke, and all in God, his wiſedome, his por-er, 
his Angels,and what then can hinder ? 

Looke backeward, and call to minde your finne 
this day, ſce,many a Peter hath beene in priſon,and 
prayers were not made by the Church ; many a 
member ſicke, and prayers were not made by the 
Elders;yea many a Church diſtreſſed, Bohemia af- 
flited, the Palatinate and Yaltoline diſtreſled, yer 
weedid not pray; the encmy could curſe, but wee 
did not pray: andtherefore how iuftly might God 
diſtreſſeand leaue vs deſtitute of his helpe,and the 
Churches prayers ? 

2. Looke forward, and preſerue and improue 
this yourintcreſt in God, let no Peter,no Preacher, 
no Chriſtian, no neighbour lie inthe chaines by 
you,(whether inthe chaines of ſfickneſle,or pouer- 
ty,oruebt, or paine, or {inne,or temptation) but 

oc you repriue him: you haue a key that will open 
any locke,a medicine that will healeany wound, a 
weapon that will preuailein. any place; draw this 
weapon,vſe this medicine = if men bee ficke, pray 
them whole , if poore,pray them rich ; it ad, pray 
them merry. 

But is this ſo caſily done? yes verily by the 
wholeChurch. As itis for the outwardeſtate when 
one is very poore, it is hard for two or three to ſet 
him vp againe, bur nothing for a thouſand ; and 
when one is ina pit, it is much for one, butnot for 
many 
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many to pull him out: ſee here,it is long of vs that 
men lie ſo long vader their burdens: would wee 
ioyntly commend them to God,our prayers would 
take,m2ns chaines would off,true ſpirituall chaines. 


Whr:*, if ſo, were it not worth the while 2 What, 065. 


may we caſe our brethren of remptations, of paſſi- 


ons, of luſts, and will wee not 2 But for outward eA"/. 


crofles, ſaith not Saint 7ames,let the prayers of the 
Church heale the ficke ? Saith not the ſtory, the 


praiers of the Church procured Peters liberty? But 05. 
fay they be notalwaies deliuered, yer it is'good to Ar/: 


. 


et the croſſes mitigated, ſanRifed, ſweetned ; and 
omething will be done if we pray. Doe thisthen 
or nothing . Perhaps you will excuſc other negli- 
 gences : you would viſit your ſicke neighbour, but 
' you queſtion- his diſeaſe, your welcome; -. you 
would 'relecue your poore neighbours, but you 
have it not; why there is no Chriſtian man but he 
hath an intereftin God, a ſpirit of prayer , liftvpa 


prayer for thy brethren, if thou canſt-doe nothing | 


elſc,and this will doethce and him good: praier in 


this caſe for others, isa clcerer euidence of grace, 


than for our ſclues. 

Heere is comfort and encouragement ; comfort 
for our ſelues, if members of the Churh, if wee 
bleed with her, if wee pray for her, if wee ſay,f/ 
forget thee,O Jeruſalem then let my right hayd forget 
her cunning: the comfort is great, wee haue that 
which Saint Pa! thirſted for, the prayers of the 
Church. Andthis isa priuiledge worthten worlds, 
and acomfort beyond all apprehenſion, when a 
man lookes round about him, and can ſay, there is 
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a towne, IT haue fome prayers there; there 15 ano- 
ther,[ haue ſtocke going there, n1y, in cuery Shire, 
cuery Nation, ſome thar bee enlarged whenT am 
barren, ſome quickned when Iam dull: andI am 
an aduentureriathe Churches ſhip, I hauea ſtocke 
in-hertreaſure,and aa intereſt in her prayers; this 
kcepes the headaboue water, and preſcrues from 
finking. 

4- For encouragement, to pray forthe Church : 
would Gods peopleenterintoa holy league, and 
tyethemſelues intheir ſeuerall cloſets, to ſpend ſo 
much rime weckely, or daily in praier, for ſome 
particular perſon, or place, Church or Nation , I 
wonder howthey ſhould miſſe, Telme wherecuer 
the Churches ioyht prayers did cuer miſ-carry,; or 
proucabortiue, in whar place, in; what caſe, for 
what people? Prayers hauc bin made for men out 
of the Churcb,and hauec ſped,witneſſe Nite; for 
men inthe Church(good men,bad men )and haue 
{ped z prayers haue becne made by Land, and haue 
preuatled; on the Seas by 7on4h, and: hauc ſped: 
they haue preuailed vader the earth, in dens, and 
dungeons, and caues; prayers haue beene made for 
ficke men,and haueholpe them;for dying men,for 
poore men, for captiues,for priſoners, & hauc hol- 
pen;for men againſt perſecution, againſt temprati- 
on, againſt ſorrow, againſt beaſts, againſt men, a- 
gainſt deuils : prayers hauebecn omnipotent here- 
tofore,why notnow 2? 

04. Why now, if we wereas others, Gods hand 
(we know)is nor ſhortened, his eare not heauy ; but 
our fins,our crying ripe ſianes, hinder good things 
from vs, Anſe 
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Anſ. Why therefore ſet againſt thoſe finnes by 4»/: 
prayer,caſt out your owne,cry downe other mens, 
out-cry them. 

Ob. Oh but they cry loud. 06. 

al. Yet prayer hath the ſtronger voyce, the 4% 
blood of Chriſt ſpeakes better things than bloody 
ſins,8&c. Ler So4ome yecld ren holy men, and ſhee Gen-t8. 
ſhall be ſparcd,let one E/7jah ſtand vp for ſtiffe-nec- mm -_ 
ked Iſrael, and one Amos plead for rebellious Iu- 
dah, and God will ſhew mercy. 

Ob. True indced, if we had ſuch as they,but our 06. 
prayers arc weake and fainr. 

CAz/. i.They were men ſubic to like paſſions, Anſe 
2+. The prayer of the rightcous is prevailing. 3. zam.g.16.15, 
Theſe here mentioned were new converts,yctpre- 
vailed with God for Peter. 

06, Oh but here the whole Church ioyned : if 0s, 
all /rae/ might meete from Da to Beerſheba, there 
might be ſome hope. 

Anſ. We may, and doe more than theſe migltz «A». 
x. we may mecct in publique aſſemblies every Sab- 
bath : 2.tbeſe were but few that lived in the darke, 
and met in thenight, and in Heſlers time in their 
ſeverall families, and the whole State was then a- 
gainſt the rruth,and againſt the Scriptures, and all 
riligion was diſgraced , yet then they prevailed, 
much more vic now. | 

Ob, Butnow it is too late many Churches a- 06, 
broad be quite ſcattered, many men at home haue 
thcirbacks and hearts quite broken, with wants, 
temptations, diſcouragements. 

Anſ. Whilelt God cals in his word, it is nottoo Af. 

C lac, 


Gen-2 I 


P(al.66.18; 


Pſal.86,7, 
And the 56.g. 


- .. this night, bcing vpon his life. to morrow, and in 
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late, Godis vſed to ſee men ſinking beſts he ſets 
in,thcirextremitic is his opportunitic, wife Peter 
is within one night of the ſwotd,then is histime.. 
Ob. But I haue waited,and ſee no ſucceſle ? 
Anſw,So did the Church; they pray for Ferer 
this weeke, the next, and the next, the doores bee 
ſill ſhut,the chaines beſtill on;well,now they haue 
but one night more to waite, they waite that, bur 
cremorning all is wonne : Itthen we hauc but one 
day, one night, one houre to ſpend ; hope, pray, 
waite that day, that night, that houre : God will 
be ſcene in the mount, deliverance ſhall come if 
prayer goe on the exrand;it ever was ſo,cver ſhal be 
ſ{o,diſputenot butbelecuc;there is who praycs and 
ſpeakesnot,& there is too that ſpeakes, who prayes 
not;ifrhou wilt pray, thou muſt open thy.needs to 
God,as thy Father, through Chriſt, God-man as 
thy Mediatour, from God the holy Ghoſt,as the 
inditer of thy prayers : if thou wilt pray, thy heart 
muſt be 1. empticd of purpoſes of fin: 2. broken: 3, 
purged-from guile by faith; which faith muſt then 
work, before thou beginneſt;fay with Dawid, / will 
calland God will anſwer me ; and when thou haſt 
done,conclude,I haue ſpoken,and ſhall induc time 
and manner bean{wered;thus doe, and be ſure that 
thou neithcr begin nor enda lawfull petition ( of 
ſich onely we ſpeake ) before thou art aware, let 
faith enter thy ſutc,and.cnd, and ſubſcribe it, and 


.thou prevaileſt. 


Now to particulars, 
How findes the Angell Peter?Sure he cannot ſleepe 


all 
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all likelihood knowing of it by the Church: how- 
ſoever;not ſure of life one day to an end,bur like c- 
nough tobe ſent foratan houres warning, as /obys © 
Baptiſts head was. Notwithſtanding all this, Peter 1 
ſleeps as ſoundly as cver in his life, & wakes with= 
out terrour;' whence was this, from corruption ? 
no: from naturall courage ? no , when Peter was 
younger, and thereforcuaturally bolder, he was a 
diſtard : whence then?conſiderthe reaſons before, 
and it will be found, that it was from ſpeciall com- 
fort and confidence in God, which comfort moſt 
attends priſons and perſecutions : here ſce the 
ſtrengrh of ſpirituall peace and comfort. 

The Lord hath comforts for his children, that Def.27 
willquictand ſupport theminany feares & ſtraits, 
his conſolations will make a man fleepe withour a 
bed; liuealmoſt withouta ſoule : They will make 
one bold in danger, quiet in trouble, liue in the 
iawes of death : The joy of the Lord # flrong, ſaith Nehe,b. 
Nehemiah, ſtrong indeed that will carry aman ovec 
all : P/ter hadaſtrong heart, that can thusfleepe, 
thus wake, that can looke vpon Chaines,vpon Pri- 
ſons,vpon Tyrants,vpon Torments,vpon Angels; 8 
(good and bad)and never breake his ſlceepe for the 
matter.Pauls ioyes were ſtrong, that made him ſing A-16- 
4nthe flockes : Davids faith ſtrong, that made him 
ſay, / will lye downe and fleepe, I willnot feare though Plal.z. 
ren thouſand riſe v» againſt me:thoſe were ſtrong & 
ſtrange toyes thet ſupported Davzd inall his feares, 
and made him ſay, t» the multitade of my thonphts, poal.gyrg, 
thy comforts glad my ſoule: Thoſe ſtrong that trium- 
phed over rackings, mockings, {courgings, &c.as 

C 2 in 


"x2 


r.Q, Whence 
thete come 
forts. 


Reaſet. 


2. What. 
Anſw.i. 
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intheeleventh tothe Hebrewes. 

Lee#, Bur whence comes their ſtrength 7 

Becauſe they be Gods ioyes,the ioyes of the Spi- 
rit, derived immediately from the fountaine, and 
things be pureſt and ſtrongeſt there. 

2. Becau'e ſpirituall, for as ſpirits are more ac- 
tiue and powerfull than bodies, ſo ſpirituall things 
than bodily and naturall. - 

3. Theſe ioyes are molt certaine and durable, 
theſe overcome and our-liue all croſſes, and all o- 
ther comforts. 

4. They are al-ſufficient, and borrow no helpe 
from creatures:Nature and Art worke with inſtru- 
ments, and by meanes, they cannot ſupport with- 
out meate, ſtrengthen without fleepe, giue ſleepe 
without warmth, nor warmth without a bed, &c. 
But God can beyond means, without mcans,work 
comfort,make one ſee in the darke,liue in death. 

2ueſt.But what be theſe comforts of God ? 

Anſ. Precious promiſes applyed by God in due 
ſeaſon, and brought home tothe heart which re- 
-viuethe ſpirits more than any balme, & theſe pro- 
mi'es comethicke vpon Peter now : Hethinketh, 
hath not God ſaid;that the fighing of priſoners comes 


" tohimgthat he bottles wp all our teares, that weſhould 


caſt our care von him and he will care for vs, that in 
fox e+ ſeven troubles they ſhal not come neare me,that 
4a fire and water he will be with me, $ did not I heare 
my Saviour ſay , Bleſſed are they that are perſecuted 
for rig "+eouſneſſe ſakezread not I how David (aid, [ 
willlie down and ſirepe,and thertore I wil do ſotoo, 
2, Strengthening graces, God poures the _ 

0 
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of faith, patience, power, courage, into his, in due 
time; and they raiſe the hcart, as winerhe fainting 
ſpirits; every ſaving grace is healing, is ſtrengthe- 
ning. 

- Hourely experience of Gods care and provi- 
d:nce;anda childe never ſecs the louc of his mo- 
ther ſo much as when he is ficke, ſo Gods chil- 
dren,&c. 

Now that makes them plucke vp their feete with 
1acob,and (ay with Paul,l know whom [ hae truſted; 
and-with the Church, Thou wilt gaide vs to death ; 
and after (as David addes) receine #0glory. 

4. Speciall peace of conſcience, and toy of the 
holy Gnoſt, by new expreſſions of Gods fauour, 
and raviſhments of heaven: then God opens hea- 
ven,andrhey ſce their life and crowne, and ſo are 
carricd overall, 

Queſt. When doth God thus comfort his? 

Anſ. When they moſt necd it, as then the.mo- 
ther brings out her preſerues, when the childe is 
ſicke: firſt, when they be moſt humbled andemprtie 
of themlelues; therfore after greateſt humiliations 
come greateſt conſolations, as David, Abraham, 
and others ever found: 

2. But ſpecially in the day of tryall and perſecu- 
tion, the more the Devill beſtirres him, the more 
God beſtirres him:thus the ſweeteſt nights thar e- 


ver /acob ſpent were in the field, and ſo for Peter ; Gen-:8.and 
and when had David thoſe large affeRions to riſe z2-<hap. 


at midnight, when was the World ſo {weete, but 
when his troubles were bitter ? 


The Y {ce is double, 1- get theſe comforts, we get Y#e: 


C 3 49us 


14 


Dar. 5. 


Rey.2:10- 


AR.5-29.413+ 


Ob. 
Aoſ. 
Os. 
ave 
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eqns vite ready againſt qualmes, Bezoar-ſtonezand 
cordials againſt fits: but the cordials that helpe all, 
is the holy Ghoſt, the Comforter. Art is blind, and 
often poſed; Nature weake,and often foyled, (like 
abowthat muſt not be drawne beyond compaſle ) 
onely grace and ſpirituall comforris invincible :. 
gctthis, and you may ſleepe ina dungeon, live in 
the darke, wantall, and yer haucall ; wanttheſe, 
and aflea may breake your fleepe;and a hand-wri- 
ting daſh your mirth in the midſt ofall friends. 

2» Let ſuch as haue ſpirituall hearts thus affec- 
ted, ſtay themſelues here; feare nor povertie, there 
be comforts beyond the paine of famine; feare nor 
fickneſle, there be comforts beyond all fits of ſick- 
neſle : feare not death, feare nor chaines, feare not 
any thing thar you can or ſhall ſuffer: Not any 
thing £ Why, a man is ſubie& to racking, to bur- 
ning, &c.yetfcare not, and why ? the Lord hath 
comfort in all,andaboucall tribulations:when he 
cals a Sex! tOa crowne, he makes him another man: 
ſo when hecals a man toa chaine. Peter is not the 
man in priſon he was out of priſon ;arthe firſt hee 
was fearefull ofa wenches word,aft&rhe was wil- 
ling, yet fleſh hung backe, 404» the laſt Chapter, 
yerl-1 8, But when put vporic,heare his voyce, ſee 
his face , he can be as quiet,ascomfortable,as well 
in priſon asever, 

Ob. Oh but 1 finde my ſelfe affraid of words * 

Anf. So was Peter at fiſt. 

06.Oh bur, ſaith our Saviour, beware of men. 

Anſ.No man fo malicious as God is mercifull, 
{operillous as Gedis pitifull.Oh but ſay ——_ 
where 
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where we ſhould lie in cold irons, inthe darke, be 
halfe pined, ſtarved ; who can beare theſe 2. Perer 
can, any can,when God calsthem tor. 

O but ſay we were put tothe kery tryall, flames 
are intolerable and mercilefle. O bur flames arc.in 
Gods hands, Dare! 3. Chapter: againe, Martyrs 
haue had more comfort there,than in all their lives 
before. Oh but ſome of them haue cryed out of 
paines : Anddoe not men ſo who die intheir beds 
too 2 but God hath borne them through theſe,and 
made them amends, 

O get then inward ſtrength, and that will over- 
comeall feares, alltorments ; conclude wee with 
that good Martyr,If God call ever any of histo a- 
ny ſuch ſufferings, hee will either weaken the 
flame or ſtrengthen their faith ; tie hath promiſed 
(that ,whicklet vs liucanddic in ; to wit )that hee 
willnottempt beyond ſtrength : Aud hee is able to 


do exceeding aboundantly aboue all that we can ſpeake * Corte: 


or thinke.. 

Aſſure your clues, the feare of perſecution is 
. more than perſecution it ſelſe, therefore I ſpeake 
to your feares, for there is none (through Gods 
mercic) with vs Iam ſureto bee felt (Ithinke) to 
bee feared. ; 


The {ame nicht, cc. Thatthe Lord doth often Detl.3:.. 


hold his people long in ſuſpence, forthoſe things 
| which hee meanesto giucthem , hee isto our ſee- 
ming flow,but ſure, ſure, but flow , thus hee was 
as good as his word to Abreham, hce gaue him a 
{onne,but hee held him off to the laſt houre z hee 
kepttouch with his poſterity,brought them out of 


Egypt, - 


Pſal,105.19- 


Dan.s, 


Reaſ. 
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Egypt, burthe deferred it till the laſt day ; his bo! 4 
was almoſt forfeited,yer he paid it before the Sun- 
ſet, Ex04.12.17.41. Thus /ofeph was long in pri- 
ſon, yer at the appointed time brought forth ,; and 
Jſrael long in captiuity,prayers were madegand yet 
Daniel could heare no anſwertill night was vpon 
him; /acob wreſtles till day,&c. fo alſo the woman 
of Canaan, 4at7.15,and the Church heere : in all 
which places wee ſee, that God is mindfull of his 
day. 2. That hee deferres ſometimes till the laſt 
houre be running. 

The rcaſon of this delay is manifold. 1. Gad 
would turne our cycs backward,and make vs ſay ; 
O itis juſt God ſhould deferreme, | haue deferred 
him; hee calledand I would not hcare prayed me 
againe, againe, and againe, and I would not an- 
ſwer; therefore it is equall I ſhould call and cry, 
and not be heard. 

2. God hereby would ſharpen our prayers for 
the preſent, therefore he ſcemes deafe, becauſe we 
ſhould ſpcake out;therfore flow,becauſe we ſhould 
be earneſt; thus Darzel interprets it : God deferres 
him,rhis is ( ſaich hee ) but rotry me,therefore hee 
ſpits vpon his hands, and rakes better hold;O Lord 
forgiue,faith het,O Lord heare,O Lord open,and 
poures ſo many petitions, and arguments vpon 
God, that there is no reſiſtance ; thus /acob, he ſees 
theday comming vpon him, and he had made no- 
thing of itall night,andtherefore now he ſers to it, 
ys laith hee, / will not let chee goe without a bleſ- 

Ig. 

3- Hereby he preparcs vs for the future recei- 

uing 
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uving of his comfors;thus he humbles vs,thus he en- 
largeth vs, thus - he fits vs for thankfulneſſe. The 
. more bleſſings coſt vs,the berter wewil praiſethem, 
and praiſe God for them:adde torhis,that theſe re- 


pulſes driue vs to further fearches,as the lſraelices body 206 


at L, and Gibeah. 

Doththe Lord thus long deferre ſometime his 
intended comforts and anſwers 2 Ler-vs know the 
courſes of his prouidence, and wait vpon him : be- 
hold the husbandman waits when he hath ſowne 
his ſeed, hee doth-not looke toreape and ſoy all in 
a day: his Corneis firſt buried, yea it dies, yeait 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward; and 
when it is vp, receiues many a ſnib and checke, yet 
he waits; And why 2 becauſe hee hathexperience : 
ſo muſt wee, when wee hane ſowne our ſeed ; ſay 
wee bury our prayers, ſay to our ſeeming they die, 
ay they grow downward, backward, ſay all things 
ſceme to be worſeafter praier with vs than before, 
yerwait ; why? we haue experience of our owne 
and others mens ſucceſle : neuer did men ſow this 
feed, bur they had a crop; thougha late harucſt, yer 
2 harueſt. 


Pl[e.x; 


Os, Oh but I have praiedexceeding long; Ob. 
Anſ. How long ? 1/aak prayed twenty yeares Ar: 


fora childe, before he ſped; 4br4ham thirty, before 
he ſped; Avre<bems poſterity were foure hundied 
yeares in captiuity, before racy were delinered;the 
Church rhirſted for Chriſt, one thouſand, rwo 
thouſand, three thouſand yeares, before they had 
him : Hoi many thouſands, hundreds, ſcore of 


yeares, haſt thou waited ? 
D OG, 


Os. 


Anſ. 


Os. 


An. 


Ob. 
Azſe 


Ob, 
Anſ. 
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04. O but I hauetryed all my friends, vſcd all 
meanes, prayed my ſelfc, and gor others to ſpeake 
to0,and yetno help. 

LAnſ. And might not Peter ſay as much 2 not a 
Chriſtian in Ieruſalem,but had ſpoken and ſpoken 
often, and yet he ſtickes. 

Ob. O but matters with meare worſe and worſe, 
the more pray againſt pouerty, the poorer I am, 
the more Ipray for patience, the worſe Iam; the 
more I pray for faith, theleſſeI haue; the more I 
pray againſt paffions and temptations, the more 
they flicin my face. 

Anſ. Is not this,as wee ſaid, thatthe corne muſt 
poe backward,before it come forward? was itnot 
ſo with Abrebam and Sarh, the longer they pray- 
ed the elder they waxed,and ſo vafitter for iſſue? 

064.O but my ſinnes grow ſtronger by praier. 

Axſ.Not ſo,thou feeleſt it mare than before , ir 
is not becauſe ſinne is ſtronger, butthou ſounder. 
Againe,theſe motions of ſinne,be not motions of 
life, but ſymptoms of death;as the fowle ſtruggles, 
and ſprunts moſt when the head is off: the pangs. 
of death be now vpon thy luſts,take comfort. 

0b, O but now your comforts'come too late, 
the date is out for me. | 

Anſ. Why ? hath God ſaidpray no more, as to 
teremie! hath he ſtopt thy mouth ? ſo long as God 
faith, pray ; ſolong as the ſpirit within thee ſaith, 
pray ; ſo long as Gods people haue hearts to pray, 
neuer ſay it istoo lateto pray : if Peter bee out b 
midnight,orby day-break,it is as well as if he had 
beene outa moneth before, 

06, 
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0b. 


Azxſ.But note the end of delayes,theyare never 4. 


todeny or fruſtrate,but to fit,and toquicken:make 
theſe vies of delaies,and then if thy ſute be not ho» 
neſt,ncuer begin it ; if it be, neuer leaue it: learne 
of husbandmen; whenthey pull downeatrec, or 
lifr at ſome blocke,it they cannot ſtirre it, they call 
in helpe, if it come notat the firſt pull, they pull a- 
oaine, if not then, ha, againe; if not then, ha, once 
morezat laſt they feele it comming, and then it 
comes amaine : learne of E/zjah; hee prayed for 
raine; hauing prayed, lookes about him, nothing 
comes; hee prayed againe, nothing comes ; hee 
prayed againe, nothing comes; at length, O Ma- 
ſer (ſaith his ſeruant) I ſeea cloud, butit is but 
little. Is ita cloud? thea once more toit, and by 
and by the hcauens were masked with clouds, 
Learne of theſe men; Petey ſtickes in the dungeon, 
one lifts, he cannot ſtirrehim ; try you [ faith hee ) 
to a ſecond, toathird,try a fourth,a fift; at length 
heauen ſtirres, the chaines ſtirre, and Peters comes 
in amongſtthem : learne of Chriſt himſelfe; the 


1,King.18.43+ 


Widow dealt witha Iudge, not a Father, a bad x, + 


Iudge:ſhee was alone,a {imple Orator,yet ſhe pre- 
vailes : lcarne of beggars; they haue no command, 
no promiſe, no acquaintance,no Art ; and yet will 
ſtand it out : the maſter chides, the beggar ſtands 
it out; the dame childes, hee ſtands till;zthe ſcr- 
uants come, and ſay they dare not ſerue him;the 
children ſay we muſt not, and yet hee will nor a- 
way. O Lord, helpe our faith : how weake bee we, 


if hauing precepr,promiſe,kindred, Gods ſeruants, 
D 2 Gods 


Dofi.4\ 


2.Pet.2., 


Res/.1- 
Bla-4, Fo 


Vſe 1. 
Plal:37» - 
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Gods Sonne onour {ides,we will be put off with a 
delay 2 well / as I ſaid )ſo longas anight,an houre, 
2 minute, is left, pray ; one night: may.compaſle 
that which an hundred before could nor. 

It followeth, !' Az Angell,%. 

The Lord hath cuer meanes art hand for his ſer- 
uants ; comfart and deliverance, if fet on worke : 
well might Peter ſay, The Lord knowerh how to acti- 
wer his, &c.He is neuer ata ſtand:itthey know how 
to pray, he kaowerth how ta comfort. 

In himſclf he is al-fufficientginfinite in wiſedome, 
to inuent meanes ; in power, toatt them; and it 
need be, to create more. 

2. Heisthe Lord of Hoaſts, the Lord of cuery 
creature; if our works lic in the Seas, hee is Lord 
of the Seas; it on the Landhe is Lord rhere; if in 
Priſon,he bcareth the keyes of cuery Gaoic if the 
heauens can help vs, he commandsthem; if winds, 
if beaſts,if friends, ifſtrangers,it focs, if Angels, 
the Lord hath the command of all perſons, things, 
and places. 

For comfort, roule thy ſelfe vpon God,caſt thy 
care vpon him,he will bring itto paſle ; is thy bur- 
den pouerty? caſt itvpon him), and hce wiil helpe 
it; isit finne,feare, ſorrow? whatſocuer it be, he can 
beare it, and diſcharge thec. 


This Sermon. - Ohh bur] ſee no meancs, I owe ſo much ; ſu many 


was made in 


che dep:h of 
che death, 


in my family,and no meanes. 

This isas if they ſhould haue faid, 1f wee had a 
friend inthe Court, to moue Herod ; it a fricnd in 
the Watch, ro bribe him; if in the Priſon, to fee 
him; then fomething might be done, but now all 
MCancs 


- 
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meancs faile vs. No,no: God hath meanes beyond 

our ſight ; ifmen cannot doe it, Angels can and 
ſhall:and if no man will pay the Widowes debt, 

God will : if no body clſe will feed E!iah, the Ra- *King + 
uens ſhall : what doe weralke of mcans? all means 

are ſhut vpin God. 

0b. Oh but my caſe is deſperate;it is not poſſible og, 
to helpe mc. 

Anſ.Now wee ſhall have a tale of impoſſibili- 4». 
tics : And why not poſſible? ſhall any thing beim- Zach-8.6. 
poſſiblero God ? 

Ob. Oh but there be an hundred blockes in my g, 
Way. 

a But what is in his way, that makes his way 4, 
thorow the ſeas, ſtones, wood, iron, &c? gocto- the Elaqz.14 
priſon,there is a blocke, a guard ; paſte that guard; 
there is a blocke, a doore, paſſe the doore,there is 
another,a chaine; paſle the chaine, thicre is ano- 
ther,an iron gate. O bur whatof this? if they 
can breake thorow all hinderances of vnbeliefe, 
diſcourzagements,to prayer; God will breake tho- 
row theſc and a thouſand more, to their com- 


fort. O but God workes no wonders now; No? Marke our $2. 


a k . . : wours colle&i- 
his Name is wonderfull (till; his power as great as nt moan 


cuer, his wifſedome as deepe aseucr,his promiles as na ts bread, 
good, his loue as much to his as cuer, ourneede as Maih4. 
much, our intercſtas £00d; our Saujour as good; xg. 6. 
allchings ſtand-as before : if wee can vie former 
meancs,wee ſhall finde former ſucceſle, and God 
will doe abundantly aboue all that wee can ſpeake 
or rl:tinke : wee hane the Lords promiſe for this, 
Epheſians 3.20.and Efay 42.16.1 will make aarke 

| D 3 hight, 


Plal.139-3- 
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lioht, and craokedneſſe ſtraight : wee have had our 
owne cxpericnce;letany man that hath had any ac- 
quaintance with God and this holy duty,tell mee 
when prayers were not ſuccefſetull ; when diddeſt 
thou cuer ſpeaketo thy heauenly Father,but he did 
anſwer thee with ſome eaſe, ſome comfort? when 
diddeſt thoucuer pray, but thy heart was thereby 
ſomewhat lightened ? and if thou canſt not but ſay 
with Davi4,in the ſame day I asked,I was thus far 
anſwered,That my heart was ſtrengthened, Pſ.1 3 9.3. 
doe not faile to conclude with David, Though 1 
walke inthe midit of troubles, yet (vpon prayer) / 
ſhall be receined,7.and God will perfett his mercies in 
me for ever, 8. 

Thus wee haue diſpatcht ſome meditations : 
more wee hauc, but they muſt be onely named ; as 
I. Herod would, but could not bring forth Peter 
totryall andexecution : men be but men and muſt 
doeas they may; for whatthey would doe againſt 
the Church, northey, nor allthe Deuils in Hell 
can.doe. 

2. TheLord can give fleepe and peace in any 
place,atany time,in any company. 

3- Gods beſt ſeruants and m<flengers, are ſome- 
times yoaked with vileſt oftcnders,&c. 

4. Gods beſt creatures are the Churches ſer- 
uaats : Angels. 

5. Laſtly,the Lord can quickly ſhake his out of 
their chaines,rags, feares,fetters,8&c. But what doe 
I meane thus to excced £ Brethren, I would faine 
have you morethirſty of your time ; doe you not 
waſte it (as others doe) in idle impertinences, 

much 
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much lefſe in ſurueying States and Kingdomes. 
It is not for vs to fit ypon Crownesand Thrones, 
and to turne Stateſmen , it is for vs to bee thanke- 
full where God bleſſes, and to be prayerfull when 
the Church labours : tothis end I haue faid thus 
much ;to perſwade you to the praftice of what 
you know, Now your turne followes,lets ſec 
what will be done,and how well you will 
improuetime, in ſpeaking to God, 
ratherthanto, or of 
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2a Bg His plaine Sermon hath not 
C ? been oftnerprinted,than I haue 
AR-@, bccne importuned to enlarge 
FENT. it. Intreatics haue wonne fo far 
I vpon me, as that I am content 
to adde two things : 1, Cer- 
tain queres and caſes touching 
the theorie and praRtice of Prayer : 2. ſome in- 
uitements and incouragements to perſeucrance 
inthis dutic. In both expe briefneſſeand platn- 
neſle; that ſo the porch may ſuite with the 
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The firſt queſtion then ſhall-bee, what pray- 
er is ? Whereunto S. Paws anſwer 1s, T hat 1t 
15 amaking knowne our deſires to God, Phil. 4.6. 

E firlt, 


26 


In Phil.4. 


Touching the Theory 
firſt,the will rakes fire 8&defires. 2.the man brings 


ee 7 wr. & opens theſe defires.to God; and the deſire thus 


flaming &blazing vpward,is properly praycr:this 
deſire tsexpreſſed ſundry waies, either by an in» 
ward or outward word as the Gloſs ſpeaks; ſome- 
times the minde ſpeaks inwardly as in Harras & 
Moſes, and thats ( moſtly.)the ſtrongeſt voyce of 
all, ſometimes the tongue vtters what the heart 
inditcs, P/al.q.5.ſomctimes ſpeech failrs, a man 
can but chatter,norſpeake, with Hezrk/ah, haply 
not ſo much,as ?/.77.yctthen he ſpeaks moſt/like 
a buffing man)whea he ſpeaks leaſt, his eics,hands, 
face, teares ſpeake,cuery inward (1gh,8& outward 
member is atongue. Now, the deftre vented an 
cf theſe wayes,is a prayer;if the firſt way, tis as 
leda menrall prayer; if the ſecond,a vocall; ifthe 
third,a reall. As tor Be/larmines inteileuall pray- 
erin his croſſe-ſenſe,wee leave it.to himſelfe, 
The ſecond queſtion is, what be the kindes of 
prayer ?:4»ſw. A man prayes either for himſelte, 
or tor others: and when for himſclfe, cirher for 
theaucrſton of euill, or obtaincment of good; 
that they call deprecarion, this apprecation, as 
thar for others ſupplication: whereto ſome adde 
rhankſ\ piuing; vouching forall, -1 77.2.1. Wee 
only ſay three things, ti ſt,that howcuer thank(ſ> » 
giving enuolue defire of acceptance, yctit is not 
toimally prayer. Secondly, that prayer may 
admitthe diuifion giuen z but thirdly, whether 
the Apoſtles words in the originall, or his ſcope 
( perlwading prayers for others) in that place 
LES with. 
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will beare out the diſtindtion, I ſuſpend. 

Thethird queſtion rouches vpon certaine re: 
quitites in pr2ycr, whereof {omeare more,ſome 
Ieſſe tarrinſecall and inward: as firſt, touching 
the matter of prayer; where perſons-and things 
come to be confidered, For rhings,we-lay downe 
ewo things for haſte , firſt, that euery thing will 
no more bcearea prayer, than cucry ftreame will 
a Slip; ſecondly, the thing asked muſt firſt bee 
warranted vnder ſome precept or promiſe 18 ge- 
nerall, though nor expreſly , ſecondly muſt bee 
of ſome importance, either in it ſ{clte, or by cir- 
cumſtance. A man muſt not ſue for a Licence to 
breake his Soucraignes lawes, nor come to his 
Princeto begge a pinne or a point, Valcfle cir- 
cumſtance make it-cither dutic or neceſsitic, 1t 1s 
not prayer: itis preſumprion that we heare from 
ſome mouthes, God ſcnd I may win this caſt, 
this game,and rhe like. 

2, Forporlons,this ſhall ſaffice; firſt, the per- 
ſon prayed vnto muſt be the Lord. Prayer is an 
homageonly ducto him, hee claimes it with 0+ 
ther lis preregatiues,P/a/.5 1.15.and the Church 
acknowledges it, P/a/.65. 2.A preceprand pro- 
mile we haue from him for the ſupporting of our 
faith whence prayer muſt flow. It any-can ſhew 
either from any other, let hinrmake his yſe there» 
of. Burrouching this point of praying to cica- 
rurcs no more bur this, firſt, howcuer the do- 
Arine ſeemes at firſt bluſhto haue as much coun+ 


tenance from men as any point controucrtedand 
E 2 waucd 


Rom. &. 


Tol. 9. 


AVvr; 
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waued betweene vs and Rome : yct ſecondly, it 
hath as little ſhew of any footing in the Scrip- 
ture as what hath leaſt: the very truth is, nothing 
is brought but what ſeemes ridiculous to fuch Ie- 
ſuites as are verſed in the Text, For vs, wee arc 
taught to giue loweſt homage to higheſt Maic- 
ſtie, and to tender diuine prayers to none leſle 
thana God. 

2. For the party praying,thus : firſt,cuery once 
ſhould be acquainted with this duty ; for it is a 
ſeruice due to the chicte Lord, from all that hold 
any thing of him : ſecondly, all Gods growne 
children are acquainted with it; for hee hath no 
dumbe children. They all recciue the Spirit of 
prayers, and in their owne language doe call 
him Abba, or Father. Thirdly, whoſoeucr will 
pray acceptably and confidently, muſt bee quali- 
fied, for perſon and graccs. For perſon ; hee muſt 
not bee a ſinner, 1. inthe trade, ſtate and bon- 
dage of {inne. God heares none ſuch : hee muſt 
be righteons, vpright, forto ſuch the promiſe is 
made, Pſal.34.15. 

2. For Graces; his vnderſtanding and affeRi- 
ons muſt be qualified: 1.in the vnderſtandins 
partthere muſt be theſe graces; firſt knowledge, 
without which the minde cannot be good, Pros. 
19.Ablinde facrifice and Prieſt are abominable 
to God : the ignorant-worſhips hee knowes not 
what,he cannot worſhip in ſpirit and truth, 94.4, 
thereaſon is giuen by the Caliſt ; Aﬀ/eQion de- 
pends vpon the Vnderſtanding. Andit vpon that 


ground 
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ground it bee beſt for a man to vnderſtand him- 
ſelfe in his priuate prayers, as ſome Ieſuites 
thinke, why not in publike too, as S. Pau! would 
hauc it? 

2. Faith, not in that baſtard ſenſe that ſome 
father vpon vs, who cither doe not or will nor 
vnderſtandvs inthe whole doarine of faith, but 
faith is requiſite thus farre ; firſt to belceue that 
our perſons are accepted through Chriſt ; ſe- 
condly, that our ſuites are welcome with our per- 
ſons, and ſhall be cucr rewarded, though not al- 
wayecs grauntedin the kinde.Thus hee that comes 
to God muſt at two aRts of faith, hee muſt be- 
leeue firſt that God is,z. isreally the ſamethar his, , 
word reports him, moſtſtrong, good, true, corf= 
ſtant,&c. ſecondly ,that hee is a rewarder of them 
that come to him,and hath not ſaid in vaine, Seeke 
yee my face, as Eſay ſpcakes, | 
\ 3- Humilitie, whereby wee come to ſet a due 
rate” vpon our {clues and God, and know the 
right diſtance betwixt him and vs. This humilicy 
helpes vs to ſee that there is nothing but empti- 
neſle in vs, and ( ſecondly)makes vs willing toac- 
cept of Gods gifts vpon Gods tearmes,namely as 
free almes. The Lord is neere tocuery humbled 
and broken ſpirit, ?/a/.34.to cuery abaſed Publi- Luk, 8. 
can, but euery proud Phariſce is beheld aloofe, &Euk-1. 
and ſent empty away. 

Thus forthe vnderſtanding, now forthe will 
and affections, they muſt be good alſo, as the im- 
mediate ſprings of ation. The goodnefle of the = 

E 3 affection 
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affeRion ſtands in three things, firſt -in the 


ſtraightneſle and poſition of ir, thar it bee turned 
the right way md rats vpon the right obiec: 
our affections ſtand backward, their backes bee 
vpon God, their faces vpon the creatures, nay 
vpon:finne, Who. ſo-will pray to purpoſe, muſt 
hauethe bent of his heart another way, he muſt 
ſay with David, I will ſerno wicked thing before 
mineeyes, P/a/. 101. and againe,If I regard (or 
looke rowards)iniquitie, God will not heare my 
prayers, P/4/.65.18. All thoughts, defires and 
purpoſes of ſinne,muſtfall if rhe heart ſhall ſtand 
ivpraycr, and the whole ſuule and man turned to 
the Lord. 

2. The goodneffe of the affetion ſtands in 
the quality of it, that ic be ſincere, that is, that we 
defire goodnefle for goodneſſe Take, grace be- 
cauſc it is grace, whercby wee ſhall be-enabled to 
glorifie Gcd. Hee that hath truth in the inward 
parts hath the promiſe on his fide, P/a/.14 5.18. 

3+ The third thing to be reſpected in the affe- 
Qion,is its juſt quantity, which we call-zeale. T his 
in ſome due proportion is required in prayer : for 
no ſacrifice is welcome to God without ſome 
fire, ſome warmth. Dead prayers be as diſtaſtcfull 
to God, asdead drinkes beto vs: the praycr that 


15 auailable, muſt haue ſome ſpirit and feruour in 


it, /am.5.This forthe matter. 

2. Touching the meanes in which our prayers 
muſt be tendered; and here wee muſt know, that 
the Father will be honoured in the Sonne,whom 
hee 
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hee hath made the ſole Mediator berwixt heauen 
and carth. And howſoecuer to others: there bee 
Lords and Mediators many, yet to the Church, 
there is but one Sonne, one Name, one Altar,one 
high Prieſt,in whoſe hand alone they offer vp all, 
It any other be deputed as maſter of requeſts.yn- 
der him, ler vs ſee his patent, and it ſuffices, 

3. Touching the end of praying: firſt;it is nor 
to acquaint God with any thing hidden, or to 
minde him of any thing forgotten, or to moue 
him to any mercy whereto hee is backward ( as if 
we could preuent him, and bee more deſirous of 
the creatures good than he is;) but it is 1. princi- 
pally to acknowledge our dependancie and his 
ſoucraigntic, and ſecondarily ro-make way for a 
thankfulland holy vie of mercies receiued. 

Thus for matters more eſlentiall ro prayer; 
now for others. more circumſtantiall, a word is 
ſufcicnt; 

2ue/.4.Firſt for time; 1.we are not tyedtoall, 
to any ſet rime in priuare prayer ( of which wee 

ſpcake ,)firſt the dutie is afftirmatiue, therefore 

bindesbuttothe ſeaſon :. ſecondly, other duties yy, uv ſemper, 

are alſo required and” muſt haue rheir turne : 2. 

times of praycrare 1. Occaſionall, which come 

not vnder rule.2.Ordioary. Here 1. 0ur Sauiour 

preſumes daily prayer,asinay be gathered Mar.6. 

2. The ſtarure in Iſracl, required , in the name 

of tne whole Church, morning. and cuening 

prayer and ſacrifice. 3. Eminent men ( eſpecially , 

in diſtreſſed times) preſented themſclues ho Dan. 6. 
aday 
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a day before the Lord, And this isall that's faid 
fortime, As for ( Pray continually) the Euchites 
might as well conclude continuall feeding at 
Dazids table, as vnceſlant praying thence. v. 
2 S470. 9.10. 

2. For place : firſt , all places are warranted for 
priuate deuotions, /oh.4.21. 1.7.2.8, ſecond- 
ly.the fitteſt is,that which is 1. freeſt from diſtra- 
Rion,2.fartheſt from ſuſpitionandappearance of 
hypocrilie, Sy 

3 Forgeſture, therulesare alſo two : firlt,a 


are ſanRifed,and in caſe may be vſed : ſecondly, 
_ thats thefirteſt thar beſt x. ſtirres afteRion, 2. ex- 


preſles reuerence. 

4 For order : firſt, we are not tyed toany ſet 
courſe or forme ; therefore (2)a man may begin 
wich confeſsion,thankſgiuing, petition, as he ſces 
cauſe. 2. hemay vſe ornot vie a ſet forme for his 
owne particular, varying there onely where his 
cale varies,thoughrin publique a preſcribed form 
be moſt conuenient, and agreeable to antiquitie. 

Thus forthe doQtrinall part of prayer. Now a 
word ortwo to ſome caſes reſpeRing practice. 

And firſt, tis demanded how a man 1s to con- 
cciue of God in prayer. ſince the more we thinke 
of his eſſence we loſc our [clues ? 

Anſw.1. There's no dirc& beholding of God 
in his infiniteneſlc. 

2: We muſt reflec vpon him, 1.as he is preſen- 
ted in Chriſt, 2.as he is deſcribed in the word. See 
him with our cares ia his attributes,as he is _ 
te 
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redto be ſtrong, merciful!, gracious, and fo for- 
ward,as it follawes in his ſtile and title,Ex.34. 

3. Laſtly,rake him atthe rebound in the crea- 
tures, inthemrhere's ſyume mercic,in him more : 
as Chriſt teaches vs in ſome parables ro inferre. 


L2xeft.2. How ſhal ! dotoconhiae MY thoughts 
andto kcepe themro the pointin han whilcſt I 
am praying © 

Arſ.1.Bewaile the looſeneſs of thy nature,and 
pray with Dauid,0 Lord vnitemyheart tothe, 

2. Raine-in thy thoughts at other,at all rimes : 
for when they haue got a courſe and cuſtome of 
rainging, they will nor be called-1n at an houres 
warning. 

3 Setthy mindeand thoughts vpon heauen- 
ly things, which are able to (arisfierhemz elle like 
the Bee they'l flye from place ro place, becauſe 
earthly things doe not faristie them, 

4 Giue Godthe hcart,and the will commands 
the thoughts. Men in loue cannot pur off the 
thoughts of thcir friend , though they would. 
Louc more, and thou wil: thioke berrer, 


2ueſt.3. But how if I cannot come ro Gad if 


faith,as toa father © the praycr of vabelcete is a- 


bominable. 


Anſ. 1. There's often faith where there's little 
or no feeling : Faith may worke direRly, though 
without reflex from Chriſt ro thee. 

2 Vnbeclecfe is cyther oppoſed,felr, bewailed, 
or not : vnbelecfe bewailed and refiſted ſhall ne- 
uerhurt vs, and may concurre with taith inrhe 
F {ame 
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ameſubied, as Mark 9.24. 

Laſtly,S./ames c2p.1.6. ſpeakes not of a partiall 
and particular vnbelcefe in rhe ſubic&, bur of an 
yniuerſall and totalLinfidclitic in reſpect of the 
obicR. 

2ueſt.4.But what if my heart be full of wrath, 
and ſwelagainſt my brother when 1 ſhould pray * 

Anſ.1. Lay downeall thoughts of reucnge it- 
wronged. 

2 Takevpa reſolution of peaceablencſle and 
fatisfaRtion ifthou ſhalt be found faulric. 

3 Pray for the partie, and when thou canſt 
ftinde reaſons why God ſhould loue him, thou 
wilt ſee cauſe why thou ſhouldeſt pitie him.Pray- 
er will calme and {wecten the affections : T here's 
no dangerofa bloudySaul,if once he fall ro pray- 
ing, as Godrels one, Ag, 

Dueſt,5.But whar if a man be ſo dumb andbar- 
ren , that hee. can {ay nothing when hee ſhould 
Pray ©: 

Anſ.1. Let him enquire into the cauſe hereof. 
Sometimes dumbneſlc comes from the abundant 
nrelures and amazements of the ſoulc,when that 
( being ouerwhelmed, as Daxid oftcn ſpeakes, 
Pſal.142.14.3. )can finde no vent; In this caſe i$ 
2:man doc butreiterate the ſame petition with 
our bleſſed Sauiour, or doe bur chatter with Hc- 
zekiah, nay ſuppoſe hee cannot ſpeake at ail, as 
Pſal.77.yert he is to ſtay himſelfe intheſe inſtan- 
ccs,and Gods gracious promiſes, who hath cyes 
to ſee petitioners, as wellas cares to heare yy 
who 
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who heares our ſighings -and breathings, and * chro. 646. 
knowes the meaning of vnuttered groanes, Roms. wa —_— 
8. and will pitic ſpecchleſle prayers, as wee doe Lan.z-56. 
maimed men, whoſe tongues are cut out, 

Bur if this filence and barrennefle come from 
coldneſleand vngraciouſneſſe, then hee muſt run 
another (and that's this) courſe : firſt hee muſt | 
bewailc it in the caule : ſecondly, he muſt breake 
thorough it by a ſerious vſe of the meanes ; that 
is, bee muſt firſttry another way : If thou finde 
nothing wanting, and ſeeſt no needof Godor of 
prayer, and therefore canſt not fall to begging, 
yer ſee matter of confeſſion and of thankeſ-gt- 
uing ; bleſle God for whatthou haſt receiged al- 
ready, confelle thy coldneſſe and preſent dead- 
neſſe, and ſo by itirring thou thale gather ſome 
warmth: 2.if this ſeruc nor, conſult ſome friend, 
ferch ſome quicknance thence, as Iron brightens 
and ſharpens Iron. Thirdly, if this worke nor, 
betake thy ſelfe to phylſicke; there's (as for the 
body, ſo) forthe ſoule both food and phyſicke. 

In ordinaric times an ordinary dyet will preſerue 
the ſoule,bur in caſe of licknefle(whereof lazines 
and liſtleſleneſte is ſtill a fore-runner ) meanes 
more than ordinary muſt bee vſed : thou muſt 
pray, faſt, cry in a more than wonted manner, 
elſe ſome great diſcrtion or tempration is at 


hand. 2 
Lueft.6.But how ſhall Iknowthat my prayers 
arc heard 2 


Azſv, Firſt,looke to Gads word;and if thou 
F 2 haſt 
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haſta promiſe of hearing, thouart heard : and 
this is indeed faith. Toſce Gods anſwer in my 
hand. andtomy ſenſe, is feeling, not faith : to 


«Pſa. 54.10. reade mine anſwer in the Promiſc, andto rcioyce 


W-2 Chy".:6.18 
Hap. 3-17.18, 


Vfel., 138 3. 
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in that, and be thankfull for that with the Saints, 
vwichour feeling, is true faith. | 

2 Looke to Gods wortkes; ſee how the proui- 
dence workes vponthy prayer : ſometimes God 
anſwers thee in the very kinde, giucs the thing 
inſtanced : ſometimes hee anſwers thee with 
ſtrength in thy ſoule, as Dazid ſpeakes , thou haſt 
ſtrength to waite, ſtrength to hang on, and to 
come againe. Know this for thy comfort, euery 
ſecond prayer forgrace, is an anſwer to the firſt, 
euery thirdtothe ſecond, and ſo forward. 

Duet 7. But it may be God heares mc for ſome 
friends ſake, whoſe prayers are mingled with 
mine, how ſhall I know that God hath hcard me 2 

Auſw. 1, Praycrs begg'd and borrowed, are 
thine 8 conſent. 

2 If thou hadſta part in the worke, take thy 


_—————harcalſoin the wages & comfort. 


3 Thoſe prayers that make thee more humble, 


more thankfull for bleſſings receiued, and more _ 


carcfullroglorific God with his gifts, are thine; 
the anſweristo thee, if the fruite and vic of the 
bleſsing receiued be to God. 

Lneſt.$. Bur fith wicked men and hypocrites 
hauenowtaken vpa courſe of prayer, and bree- 
ding and cuſtome hath wroughta kinde of con« 
ſciencein them of this dutic, how ſhall a man 
difcerne 
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diſcerne betweene the prayers of the vpright and 
the hypocrite ? 

Anſw. The maine difference is to bee fetche 
from their perſons & proieQs in the duty: but that 
I bee not tedious, compare what Pax! ſaith Chri- 
ſtians ſhould doe, and whatexperience faith they 
viſually doc, and the difterences will ſoone bee 
ſecne. Eph.6.18. wee finde coucht many requi- 
fices in prayer, which the truely godly obſcrues, 
the falſc hearted regards nor. 

1 Praying (1aiththe Apoſtle), Here is one dif- 
ference; a wicked man luſts, wiſhes, as the childe 
doth (Would I had ſuch a thing ) but hee praycs 
not. 

2 A godly man varies his petitions according 
to his nceds and occaitons; another hath but one 
ſalue for cucry ſore, a Pater noſter, aCreas,cte. 

3 Thevp:ightholds a courſe in all times and 


changes;the hypocrite will cor call ypon.God at: 


alltimes, /ob 27.10. 

4+ The vpright prayes (:» the ſpirit); his Peti- 
ttons arc the iſlues of his owne ſpirit,and of Gods 
ſpirit : the Hypocrite, as hee is deftiture of this, 
{o that is dead within him his prayers come þut 
trom his lips, or his braines, there is no ſpirit in 
them. 

5 The vpright ioynes ( watchfulneſſe) with 
prayer; before hand, hee watches himlſelfe, leſt 
his heart ſhould not bee in a praying caſe when 
his houre comes. In prayer he obſerucs himſclfe, 
leſt hee flit or ag, endor begin, before hee is a- 
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wate; after prayer, hee watches where his arrow 
lights, that ſo hee may finde it againe, or ſhoote 
ey another theſame way. Not ſo the wicked, hee 
woo not of 1Capes from cups, oathes, &c.to prayer, hee can 
ſuddenciacu- dOC two orthreethingsat once 1n prayer, waſh 
lations. and pray, button and truſſe him, &c. and pray 

the while,&c. 

6. The vpright holds out in prayer, and will 
not be beaten off from God to 'finfull means ; 
the wicked like a falſe jade will trample after a 

2 King:6.33- | pull or two, and fay with him, It is in vaine to 
waite vpon God any longer. 
7 The vpright prayes for others ( and thoſe 
Saints); the Hypocritcis for himſelfe, wife, chil- 
dren,triends, not for ſaints, at leaſt not for all, 
certainly not tor Paxls (as it followes,ver/.19.,)or 
if, yet not that the word may grow : {infull mens 
prayers viſually begin and end in themſclues, at 
leaſt end in naturall things and friends, as them- 
{clues are naturall, 8c. 

Lwxeft.g. Bur many being wonted from infan- 
cieto pray, cannot be quiet till they haue prayed; 
how ſhall I k2ow that I pray of conſcience, not 
of cuſtome; becauſe God bids mee, and not my 
parents only ? 

Anſw.1, 1t thoupraycſt vpon inward motiues, 
and from principles of thine owne, becauſe thou 
feeleſtan inward wantof grace,and need of pray- 
er, adecay of vigour, &c. When thou. waſt- a 
childe thou did(t cate, betauſe thy mother: pur 


the ſpoone ſometimes to thy mouth when thine 


appctite 


| 
| 
| 


_—_— 


and Praflice of Prayer. 


appetite was not great, but now thou eateſt to 
le, and prayeſt to liue,&c, 

2. If thou iudge thy felfe for maner as well as 
matter, Hee that praycs- but of faſhion, and for 
others ſakes, cares nor, ſorthe thing be done, how 
it bedone; but hee that prayes for himſelte, for 
life, for prayer ſake, and doth the worke out of 
conſcience, is carctull not only to pray, | but to 
pray well, and indges himſclfe as well for his 
dcadneſle, and ſlcepineſſe, and diſtration,&c. in 
prayer, as for his negle& of it altogether,&c, 
Thus farre we hauc anſwered ſome queſtions, 
Now vwvce paſle ro ſome motiues vnto prayer, 
wherher for.our ſelues or others. And here wee 
will content our felues with- two only; 1.confi- 
der how needfull the praftice is : 2. how hopefult 
the ſucceſle, 


1 Forthe firſt, this we know in generall,that x, Motiues to 


inthe creature nothing is to bee found butempti- 
nefle and beggary: 

2 That in Chriſt arc hid all treaſutes of wiſ# 
dome and comfort. 

3 That wee haue none other meane of win- 
ning ought from Chriſt,bur prayer : it we truſtto 
power, he will outmatch vs, if co wir, hee will 
outreach vs : the prayer-onl!y of faith ouercomes- 
him, 

2 For our ſclucs- in particular, 'Our need ot 
prayer will appeate, if we 1.compare our ſelues 
with our betters : good Daxid, great Paul, (that 


wallof the Church, as hee is called) found their 
owne 


40 
Chryſ.de oran « 
#0 Dean. 

Nor. the fixt 


Touching the Theory 


owne and others too, few enow , and if they nee- 
ded prayers, docnot wee? 2.1f weconfider the 


part, yet Chri- ſtate of the world as now it ſtands. 1.The greateſt 
{t11n, of choſe 
we know, 
Erierwood. 


part of the Gentiles lie in darknefle, vader Sa- 
than, and yet our fl: ſh.. 2. Wee arc debtors to the 
lewes, who are yet vnder the vaile. 3.In the 
Church ; our brethren abcoad lic vnder great, et- 
ther coldneſle,or ignorance, or perſecution. Laſt- 
ly, our ſcluesat home need prayers not a few. 
For firſt, the number of ſwearers, curlers, prouo- 
kers farre excecds the mourners and prayers; {o 
farre, that for one prayer, you haue 1000. of 
oathes, ſinnes,&c. 2. Our meancs and mercics 
doe infinitely aggrauate our finnes. 3. Many that 
thinke they pray, ſend ſweet and bitter out of the 
ſame mouth, art leaſt curſe with their hands whilſt 
they bleſle with their mouthes. 4. Our dayes of 
peace haue beene many ; wee are reſcrued ro the 
laſt place, and all the world lookes what will be- 
come of vs. 5. Gods former ſtroakes haue not 
wrought any kinde, either reformation or humi- 
liation, 6. Wee haue beene long ina declenſion 
and confumprtion, Laſtly,and ina word, wee and 
our friends abroad and at home, are encompaſſed 
with finnes ſo prouoking, wich enemics ſo many 
and {o mightic, rhat wee muſt make our way tho - 
rowall by prayer, or clſe we fall. The rongue of 
man cannot demonſtrate how wee ſhould long 
ſubfiſt and ſupport our ſelues, vader our preſsing 
euills, vnleſſc weecall-in mercy and helpe trom 
heauen. The concluſion therefore is to, all, that 
know 
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know what thcir intereſt is in God, and whatthe 
power of praycris, roaddrefle themſelues to this 
dutie. 

Now leſt any mans faith ſhould flagge in re- 
gard of his owne defects, and our great prouoca- 
tions, letvstake into our confideration the ſecond 
moriue, and bcthinke our ſclucs of ſome encou- 
ragements vnto praycr, whether alone or in 
company, but eſpecially in 1oynt prayer, where 
wee concurre in petitions though not in place. 

Theſc cncouragements are many , I name now 
theſe following : 


1 Conſider what God is with whom we deale, pncourage- 
by nature goodneſle it ſelfe ; and the nature »cntsro 


of goodneſle is rocommunicare it (clfe, This in- 
couraged Benhaaaa, as wee haue heard, that the 
Kings of Iſracl are merciful! : It a kinde man be 
eaſily perſwadcd, a mercitull man ſoone entrca- 
ted, what is kindneſle and mercie it ſelfe * God 
takes moredelightin doing good, than wee can 
inreceiving, therfore without entreatic he doth 
much, much more, &c, Indeed prayer is but a 
part of our homage, anda meancto fit vs for re- 
ceiuing: it ncither puts mercy into God, nor ſtirs 
mercy in him. Wee cannot loue our ſelues fo 
well, ſomuch as God doth. 2. As heis willing, 
ſoableto helpe, without coſt, ſtudie, Jabour : hee 
isable to doe more, farre morethan we can ſpeak 
or thinkez much leſſe we cannot conceiue or ſay 
what hcisableand willing ro doe. Eph. 3. 
2 Conſider what our relation is to hum : 1. he 
G 1s 
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is our Father : the law of man or nature doth nor 
meerely caſt vs vpon him, buy hee of his owne 
will vndertakes vs, bids vs call him Father, de- 
pend vpon him tor all neceſfaries, and expect 
them from him ; and will he then faile vs 2 Hee 
that came to his brother for three loaues, came 
out of ſeaſon, to a poore man, to histrouble,who 
was but his neighbour,no kinſman,yet he ſpeeds. 
Shee that came tothe Indge,came to a Iudge, not 
a Father, acruell man, ſcarce a man,not to a God, 
came againſt andther, not mcerely for her ſelfe, 
yet ſhee ſpeeds; and ſhall not wee with a Father 2 

3 Conſider how hee hath engaged himſelfe 
to VS, I. if wepray, hee istyed to anſwer : if wee 
hold our bargaine and fecke,hee cannot goe back, 
nor denic himſelfe; nay hee hath vndertaken to 
giuc his ſpirit, to give-vs a Prieſt, Chriſt to 
reach ys how to pray, to anſwer vs whilſt wee 
pray: all this vndcr his hand; and is nor this a 

aire encouragement? 

4 Conſider what meanes and friends wee 
haue to him, cuen all whom hee re{pets. Chriſt 
myſticall is but one body, and makes bur one 
yoyce : what one Chriſtian warrantably askes, 
all(in general)aske. All the Chriitians in France, 
Spaine, and all in all the Shires of England, meet 
rogcther in one ſpirit before :heLord inheauen,& 
ioyn inthe ſame ſuits: yea the Lord hath ſoraughr 
them ropray, that no one member, or- matter 
that will beare a-prayer is excluded. Now-if all 
Gods ſubicts, nay children ioyne in one, ſhall 


they 
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they not fpeed 2 eſpecially if wee looke to the 
head: 1. God hath made himan high Prieſt for 
vs : 2. ſaid that in him hee will bee well pleaſed, 
told vs that wharſocuer wee aske in his name wee 
ſhall haue ir: 3.he hath praicd for vs,he hath made 
entrance and acceſle, Epheſ. 3.1 2.&c. made vs 
acceptable : 4. all this is ratified by promiſe and 
oath, that by two immutable things we thould 
haue ſtrong conſolation in repairingto God ; and 
ſhall norall this worke comfort 2 efpecially (ith 
he cuer lives to make interceſſion. Su Lay; hriſt 
were now in perſon with vs at prayer, would wee ,....- 
doubtto fond ? Heeuecr inca he and his pray- 2:-"movads 
ers liue, and his blood liues, &c. Heb. 7.25. 
5. Confiderwhatprayeris to God:heloues it, 
and lone is bountifull ; tis his delight, tis incenſe: 
he ſoloves it,that he loues the ſhadowand picture 
of it. When beaſts cry he heares them, when 
children,as 1ſh»-4e/, he heares them;when finneful 
men, as khehoboam(P/al.io7.) he heares them : 
ſo loues it that hec begs it, Car. 2. and with 
Moſes,Let me alone, & 14c0b, Let mc go: ſoloues 
them that he would not hauea prayerloſt or ſpilt. 
ler. 14. Pray not for this people , 1 will not heare. 
God wauld no waſte of prayer : whentwill not 
take, he will ſhut vp the mouth, Pray not : when 
he ſaith Pray,twil beto purpoſe. Now that which 
is ſo pleafing to him, will be profitable to vs. 
6. Confider former experience: did wee euer 
ray but wee were the better forit 4 did we euer 
toyne in publike prayers but, we found them ſuc- 
G 2 ceſlctull 2 
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cefſefull 2- In Eightic Eightthere were ſolemne 

rayers,they rooke;in the time of Peſtilence pub- 

ike prayers, they tooke ; againſt the Parliament 
when the gun-powder treaſon was diſcouered, 
God ſtirred vp diuers to pray much, twas ſuccef(- 
full ; inthe wet harueſt we ſought the Lord, the 
ſunne brake out; in the great drought men ſought 
again,and ſpedagain ; in our then Noblz Princes 
voyage,. men ſent their praycrs after him, and 
fecht him home againe. And what we ſay of our 
ſelucs, may we not of a thouſand more recorded 
inthe Word? ſhew mea Nation or Church that 
euet loyned but they ſped. 

7 Conſider what perſons haue ſped and been 
heard heretofore, our ſelues and others like our 
ſelucs. Ekxjah was a man ſubicR to like paſsions, 
&c. Manaſ/e was a fintull man before, when hee 
prayed he was heard. /oah a paſſionate man,who 
by his owne folly and {inne had drawne troubles 
on himſeclfe, yer he prayes and is heard. Hazar a 
poore woman oft no great parents, knowledge, 
praycs and ſhce is heard. And thus God is rich to 
all that call vpon him. Rozs.10. 

8 Conſider for what perſons they hauc beene 
heard. Amos prayed for a linfull people, God 
heard him. E/4jab tor a fintull Kingdome in a 
wicked age, God heard him. Aoſes for a rebel- 
lious gencration, God heard him. Abraharn tor 
Sodome, if ter ri;hteons, &c. If one ſhall bee 
heard for a thouſand of rebels, may nota thou- 
fand of children be heard for one ſcruant * 
. - 9 Conſi. 
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| 9s Conſider what prayers haue beene heard. 
| 18n4h (carce vitersa petition at all but mones, yer 
hee is heard. Hezehiah chatters, Daxid cannot _ 
Loeſ{pcake, yet heard. Short praycrs, confuſed pray- 
ers, broken &c. ſighs, grones, all are currant. 
10 Conſider in what caſes they haue beene 
heard : in caſes deſperate, 3. for thething, when 
in appearance twas impoſsible to bee holpen. So 
1b, a man would haue thought that his eſtate, 
ſtrength, had bcene irrecouerable; when they fail 
to {acrificing; allis healed. So Peter, Ads 12.50 
Ely4ah and others ſecme to found their praiers vp- 
on impolsibilirics, yet ſpeede. So the armie that 
was thundering in the ſtorie of the Church, 
2, For time: Prayer hath holpen when helpe ſce- 
medrobepaſt. A wan would h:uc chought that 
it had bcene too late forthem (Efer 3.) to pray, 
when the decree was paſt : ruo late tor Hezetiah 
ro pray, when ſentence wasgiuen: too late for 
Daniel, when his death was ſcaled, when execg- 
tion was done, and he in the Den : for nah, ;-: 
when ſwallowed: for the Children, wher: in the %; 
Furnace : but »«llum occerrit Kegs tempur, WEE 
may haue acccſle when we will, day or nigh! ,&c., 
hee is rycdto no tin.c;tis neuer roo late to pry 
whilſt hee faies pray. If now your hearts »c 5 -- 
pared, he will bow his care, P/al. 10. Ohwu + 
{1anes hinder ! Pray againſt them. O bur we: 
not ſurero carry particular ſuites! We are ſu 
haue them or better. A Father willnor git 
childe a ſtone when hee askes bread, bur he: 
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give him bread if he aske a ftone; ſo ours. Wee 
are ſire againe, that prayer ſhall doe. vs good : 
what good? See 7b 22.27. Firſt,thou ſhalt haue 
hearing (come when thou wilt: )this is morethan 
Princes will or can yeeld. Secondly, thou ſhalt 
haue matter of thank(ſ-giuing, ſpeed fo well, that 
thou-ſhale bleſle God for praying. Thirdly,thou 
ſhalt eſtabliſh purpoſes,which wil ncuerelſe hold 
as here. Fourthly, thou ſhalt finde comfort, 
ſtrength in thy heart, as Dawid faith, thou ſhalt ſee 
Gods fauour and face in ioy, Job 33. 26. Fittly, 
thou fhalthaue bouldneſle and confidence forthe 
future. Sixtly, thou ſhalt deliver the Tland, doe 
thy ſelfe and others good ; good in ſoule as well 
as body, /ames5. Now then whatlacke you 2 
what would you haue? Would youhaue corrup- 
tions abated ? pray againſtthem: gracesencrea- 
ſed? pray for them : the affliged Churches com- 
forted? pray, 8c. the King bleſſed in ſoule, go- 
ucrnement,marriage,poſteritic,&c. Oralke lefle, 
pray more. And it thetooles bee blunt, you are 
not ſo ſtript of weapons. bur you-haue cach his 
file at his owne houſe, ſharpen them in private by 
private faſtings and humiliations. You hauc 
meanes if hearts: if you will loſe all comfort for 
want of asking, you. are acceſſary to your owne 
vndoing. 

Ob. But God hath his times of trying his peo- 
ple, and will deliuer them vp to troubles, perſecu- 
tions,&c. If God ſo purpolcs at any time,praycr 
cannot hinder, , 
507. 
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Sol, Hath God ſuch times * Furſt, prayer is 
needfull that wee may bee firred. Secondly, ſuch 
times icldome come till therecome firſt a cooling 
and declining.Sotwas withvs,as Ridley and Brad- 


ford complaine : So in the Primitiue Church. See 


what is ſaid by Euſebias,1.8.c.1, 

Burt I runtoo far : the Conciufion ſhalbe this. 
Reader, thou ſccſt whats to bee firſt knowne, ſe- 
condly to be done in this errand of prayer. Thou 
canſt not but ſce great need of praying, nor maiſ 
thou deny great hope of ſpeed in cafe thou wilt 
buckle to the worke. Now if thou be a man /not 
a picture and a ſhadow) doe nottrifle and tattle as 
ſhifrers doe, O that wee mought haue publique 
faſts, publique meetings, publique reformations, 
8&c. but get thce into thy cloſler, and begin thine 
owne reformation as foone as thou wilt, pray and 
faſt as long as thou wilr,ſo long as thou ſayleſt by 
Gods Compaſlic and Rule, 
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